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Dear fa 3:3 |

This week your child is learning toread a =
clock to tell time to the nearest minute. o “.../L o R

Children have learned that the short hand on a clock face shows the
hour, and that it takes 1 hour for the short hand to move from one
number to the next. They have learned that the long hand shows the
minutes. This year they are learning to pay attention to and interpret
the small marks that each show 1 minute.

They find the hour first: Because the short hand
has gone past the 3 and isn't to the 4 yet, the
hour on this clock is 3. (For children who don’t
often see analog clocks, reading the hour can be
a little tricky.)

Then, to find the minutes past the hour, they learn to start at the 12
and count by 5s for each number (1, 2, 3, etc)) up to the number just
before the minute hand (7). The number 7 marks 35 minutes past the
hour. Then they count the 4 small marks past the 7 to the exact |
location of the minute hand, to get to 39. The time is 3:39. !

Instead of counting by 5s to find the minutes, children can also
practice using multiplication facts. They multiply 7 by 5 (because the
space between each number is 5 minutes) and then add 4.

Sometimes it's more helpful to know how many
minutes it is until the next hour. Your child is
learning to count backward from the 12, first by
fives and then by ones to read the time on this
clock at 21 minutes before 4 o'clock.

Invite your child to share what he or she knows
about telling time to the minute by doing the
following activity together.
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Use with Ready Instruction Lesson 21

Dear _nb‘sm_ve

| This week your child is learning to solve
word problems involving elapsed time.

\

Elapsed time is the amount of time that has passed between a starting
time and an ending time.

Your child might see a problem like this one, where you know the
elapsed time and the starting time, and are asked to find the ending time.

Paul started his homework at 3:30. He spent 10 minutes on
math, 15 minutes on reading, and 22 minutes on science. What
time was it after he did those three parts of his homework?

The first clock shows the time Paul started his homework,
3:30. The arrows show the movement of the minute hand
as it moves through the 10 minutes he spent on math,
then 15 minutes for reading, and then 22 minutes for
science.

The minute hand ends up at 17 minutes past the hour.
Since it moved past the 12, the hour changed from 3 to 4.
Paul finished his homework at 4:17.

A number line is another way to show this.

10 15 22

3:30 3:45 4:00 4:15 4:30

Starting at 3:30, the three jumps along the number line show how
many minutes it took Paul to do the three parts of his homework.
Where the last jump ends is the ending time, or the time that
Paul finished his homework.

Invite your child to share what he or she knows about
solving problems involving elapsed time by doing the
following activity together. P
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